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        A Starlit Night It Was In Bethlehem  is a hymn-based verse anthem on an original text and 
tune, composed in the tradition of an English Christmas carol. Each of the four verses is presented 
in a contrasting manner, with  transitional interludes provided by the organ accompaniment. 

 
 
 
 

        Following a brief introduction, the first verse is presented in four-voice harmony by choir 
and organ; the introspective words portray the mother Mary at cradleside, filled with wonder, 
awe and fear for her new born child.  In the second verse, an alto solo depicts mother and child in 
their starlit nighttime tableau. A modulatory transition leads to the third verse for three voices; 
here the creche scene is viewed from a wider perspective with angels ranged as guardians around 
the crib. 

 
 
 
 

        After a brief retransition to the original tonic key, the fourth and final verse offers a notably 
bimodal free harmonization of the hymn tune, sung by unison voices with a soprano descant 
soaring above.  The text is celebratory and prophetic of the joys of the Christmas feast and birth of 
a new era.  A closing “Hallelujah” rings out the anthem with a triumphant peal. 

 

 

 

 

        A Starlit Night is a festive work that makes technical demands on the performing ensemble:  
in addition to an a cappella verse, the concluding free harmonization assigns the hymn tune's 
melodic line to unison voices without accompanimental support. 

 
 
 
 

        The cover creche illustration is courtesy of ClipArtPanda.com; it is licensed as being 
available for adaptation and reuse without restriction.  
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  

in man-ger




 

ho - ly

 

ho - ly

  

lay, as

 

An - gels,

 

An - gels,

  

ho - ly


  

bathed in ra -

   

bathed in ra -


 

An - gels,

 




diance bright, stood

  


 

diance bright, stood

   

bathed in ra - diance




















































S

A

B

81




 

ranged a -

  

ranged a -

 


bright, stood

 

bout his


 

bout his

  

ranged a -


  

crib in wing-éd







crib in


 

bout his crib

  




ar - ray to

  
 

wing-éd ar - ray to

   
 




in wing-éd ar -

poco 






shield the




 

shield the

  

ray to

 

Lamb from

 



Lamb

 


shield the
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







































S

A

B

87
   

harm and hu-man

   

from harm and

   

Lamb from harm and





plight, that


 

hu - man

  

hu - man




 

He might

  

plight, that





plight, that




live to


 

He might

 

He might

   

see the dawn-ing

  
live to see

   

live to

p o c o r i t a r d a n d o

p o c o r i t a r d a n d o

p o c o r i t a r d a n d o






day.

  
the dawn - ing

   

see the dawn-ing





























































S

A

B

Org.

93





  



day.

  


day.



93





p o c o r i t .

p o c o r i t .

p o c o r i t .

p o c o r i t .











[Ped.]

Allegro animato [  = c. 132 ]

Allegro animato [  = c. 132 ]

poco 

leggiero







   







poco 







  
 



   








  
   

  










   

  












  

   



p o c o r i t .

p o c o r i t .

p o c o r i t .

p o c o r i t .





Org.

100 









 








 


[Add] a tempo

[Add]

  









poco 

   
  

  


  
  

   




    

  






  

 




    

  



p o c o r i t .
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


































S

A

B

Org.

107







107






 


[Ped.]

4.

4.








Shout



Shout

 



 assai

Moderato [  = c. 112 ] ma largamente assai

4.

Moderato [  = c. 112 ] ma largamente assai



  





Shout psalms of






psalms of

 

psalms of

  
 




  

 

praise! Lift








praise! Lift


 

praise! Lift






     



 



[l.h.]



[sempre Ped.]

   

joy - ous strains, and

   

joy - ous strains, and

   

joy - ous strains, and

   
  

   

   


    

sing in







sing in






sing in

     










































S

A

B

Org.

113
  

grate - ful




grate - ful

 

grate - ful

113










 


 







 

won - der

 
won - der

 

won - der

    

  


     

at the Heav'n's ac -

   

at the Heav'n's ac -

   

at the Heav'n's ac -

      

 

 

   




 

cord: how







cord: how






cord: how

   

   



 

   

win - ter's

  

win - ter's

  

win - ter's

   


   
 

6
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



























































S

A

B

Org.

118

  

chills are






chills are






chills are

118      

  

  


 

[l.h.]

    

warmed by signs of




  

warmed by signs


  

warmed by signs

    



   

 
  


  

spring, with

  

of spring, with

  

of spring, with

    


  






    

  
 

[r.h.]




  

pro - mise


  

pro - mise

  

pro - mise

   

 





of new





of new


 

of new


 

     

 












































































S

A

B

Org.

123





   

life to seal


  

life to seal


  

life to seal

123

   

   
    

       



God's Word. May

  


 

God's Word. May

  
 

God's Word. May

 


 


  







 

peace e'er






peace e'er

 

peace e'er

 
  

   


 


 
  

reign; let Christ -


 


reign; let


  

reign; let








  


 

   



mas bells now

   

Christ-mas bells now

   

Christ-mas bells now

    

 


 
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












































S

A

B

Org.

128

    

ring to






ring to


 

ring to

128

  
  

  
 




    

mark the


 

mark the

  

mark the

 


 

  
 

p o c o r i t a r d a n d o

p o c o r i t a r d a n d o

p o c o r i t a r d a n d o

p o c o r i t a r d a n d o






 

birth and







birth and





birth and

   


 
  




  



life of Christ




 
 

life of Christ

   

life of Christ



   


   



a l l a r g a n d o m o l t o

a l l a r g a n d o m o l t o

a l l a r g a n d o m o l t o

a l l a r g a n d o m o l t o

[l.h.]

 
  

a - dored!

 
a - dored!

 

a - dored!

    
 




 
   


 


































S

A

B

Org.

133

  
 

Hal -

  


Hal - le - - -


 

Hal - le - - -

133




 

 


  




   













largamente

largamente

largamente

[  = c. 96 ]

[  = c. 96 ]largamente

[Add]

Ped. marcato

[r.h.]

    



le - lu - jah, hal -

  


lu - jah, hal -

  


lu - jah, hal -

  
 

  


 

 
 

m o l t o a l l a r g a n d o a l f i n e

m o l t o a l l a r g a n d o a l f i n e

m o l t o a l l a r g a n d o a l f i n e

m o l t o a l l a r g a n d o a l f i n e

[l.h.]


     

le - lu - jah, hal -




  



le - lu - jah, hal -

   

le - lu - jah, hal -

    





 

    

 




[r.h.]

 

le - lu -








le - lu -

 


le - lu -


 
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