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Sivg The Waters

A Hymn of Celebration

Hymn Tune: Nettleton 87.87. D
Moderato (J =ca.90) Text: Ennis Fruhauf
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1. Sing the wa - ters ev - er flow - ing with the
2. Feel the sun - light warm-ing land - scapes, and the
3. Guard this  orb, our earth - ly dwell - ing, all too
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bless - ings of the Lord! Sing the Spir - it ev - er
breez - es bear - ing grains; Myr - iad seed - lings find their
frag - ile and so dear! Tend the trees of an - cient
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glow - ing with the wis - dom of  the Word! From the
nur - ture in the earth moist with new rains. See the
lin - eage, wrought with la. - bors, won with tears, That the
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Bivg The Waters
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wa - ter springs re - demp - tion, with  the prom - ise of God's

star - light shin - ing  bright - ly, limn - ing heav - ens yet un -

chil - dren of our Mak - er might  yet heark - en to the
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love; In the Spir - it dwells a kind - ness, sooth - ing
known; Hear an an - them of one peo - ple sung in
call. Praise the Shep - herd ev - er pres - ent, gen - tle
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bal - sam from a - Dbove.
joy - ous heart - felt tones.
Guide for one and all.
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Notes
“Sing the Waters” offers a traditionally metered and rhymed three-verse hymn text
combined with a preexisting familiar tune with historical roots. The first stanza sings of
waters and the Spirit; the second verse evokes images of sunlight, rain and new growth;

and finally, the third verse offers an exhortation to preserve a proverbial earthly Tree of
Life, and also to invoke the inner presence of a gentle guiding Shepherd.

The hymn tune, Nettleton, is drawn from John Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music,
Part Second, (Harrisburg, Pennsylvania: 1813), where it was published in an altered
version with the name, “Hallelujah.” At one point in the tune’s history of adoptions and
adaptations, its authorship was ascribed to one Ahasel Nettleton (1783-1844), and that
name has survived into present day hymnals as its proper tune name. [Hymnal Companion
to The Lutheran Book of Worship, Philadelphia, 1981]

N.B. Regarding the keyboard accompaniment’s notation: for piano, play bass clef
with left hand, optional 8ve b. ad lib., treble clef played by right hand; for organ, play
bass clef in pedal mp ad lib., treble clef melody played by right hand mf, and left hand
plays all down-stem notes below the melody with an mp registration. And about the
front cover image: it is drawn from an extensive open file collection of unidentified
Internet postings featuring inspirational landscapes. It is offered here on an open file
sharing basis.

P.O. Box 22043
Santa Barbara, CA 93121-2043 USA
www.frumuspub.net

2022





