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A Lenten Hymn Tune 



      A Triptych of Martin Luther Hymns presents three extended settings composed for four-octave 

carillon (or larger). All three texts are authored by Luther, and the three hymn tunes presented here are 

ascribed to his authorship as well. It should be noted that in some instances several of his hymn texts were 

paired with adaptations of preexisting tunes, both sacred and secular in origin, as well as those written by 

him. His original hymn tunes display many traits of a compositional school and tradition that favored use 

of Christian church modes. Also of note, his compositions frequently include infusions of isorhythmic 

motifs applied within consecutive phrases of a hymn tune that provide a unique rhythmic impetus, while 

creating a sense of melodic unification by means of repetition. This latter trait is more readily apparent in 

the tune composed for “Ein Feste Burg”. 
0 

      Three Verses on “Aus Tiefer Not” offers a somber contrast to the other two settings. The text is one 

that speaks of  challenges and tribulations, evoking a Lenten spirit that is intensified by use of a melody in 

Phrygian mode. It is an adaptation of the text found in Psalm 130, De Profundis, and multiple versions 

were published during Luther’s career, paired with alternate tunes. In all three verses of this setting for 

carillon, the hymn tune is sounded in lower and midrange bells. An introduction states the first full phrase, 

then launches into a rolling triplet harmonization over the first phrase, restated in cantus firmus by pedal-

range bells; the tune's midsection reverts to common time, concluding with the final phrase in lower bells 

overlaid by treble-range triplets. In the second verse the chorale is presented in tenor bells, played by 

pedals and accompanied by soprano-range manual tremolando chords. The third verse revisits all the 

details of the first verse's setting, but with the hymn tune transposed to the parallel major key, in this 

instance from E-modal minor to E-major; the midsection reverts to its original modal tonalities, returning 

to E-major for the last phrase. The introduction is similarly transposed to E-major and restated as a codetta. 
 

 

 

 

      N.B. from the publisher: Although expressly written for cast bell carillons, all three settings will sound 

out effectively on a variety of keyboard and/or plucked string instruments. This music score bears an 

inscription in memory of the countless souls and loved ones now departed this life in the course of a global 

epidemic. The collection of three Luther hymn tune settings includes three honarary inscriptions to friends 

and colleagues past and present (see the closing page for a detailed listing). 
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 "Aus Tiefer Not"

Setting for Carillon
Ennis Fruhauf

Copyright © 2012  Ennis Fruhauf

De Profundis
[ "Out of the Depths" ]

Hymn Text by  Martin Luther (1483-1546)
Tune  from Geystliche Gesangk Buchleyn (1524) ~ attr. to Martin Luther

In memory of the countless souls and loved ones now departed
 this life in the course of a global epidemic: 2019‒22
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A  Triptych  of     Martin  Luther  Hymns 
 

 

Settings  for Carillon     
 

 

Three Hymn Tunes by or ascribed to  Martin Luther  (1483-1546) 

Prelude and Fugue on 

Vom Himmel Hoch  

 ("From Heaven Above") 
 

 

Hymn Text by Luther 

Tune from 

Kirche Gesang 

attr. to Luther 

Three Verses on 

Aus Tiefer Not 
("Out of the Depths") 

 

 

Hymn Text by Luther 

Tune from 

 Geystliche Gesangk Buchleyn 

attr. to Luther 

Three Variations on 

Ein Feste Burg 
 

 

("A Mighty Fortress") 

Hymn Text by Luther 

Isometric Tune from  

Kirche Gesang 

attr. to Luther 

~  for ~ 

Bruce and  Hanna Clements 

Dennis and  Susan Curry 

David and  Lauri Herman 
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