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for SATB, SAB, and Unison Voices with Organ
Text, Hymn Tune and Setting: Ennis Fruhauf

Notes

Creator Spirit, hear us, gentle Shepherd is a three-verse hymn anthem, appropriate
for multi-seasonal occasions in the church calendar. It is a morning song, as well as a
prayer for new awakenings. In the first verse, the presence of the Creator Spirit is invoked
in a four-voice harmonized setting; the second verse offers an expressive orison seeking
transformation and enlightenment from an in-dwelling spirit. Following a brief modulatory
transition, the third verse is a unison prayer for the guidance of an all-transcending power;
a brief Amen adds an affirmative closing.

Creator Spirit is conservative in its harmonies and textures, but rich in content and
traditional symbolism. It is presented in the format of an abbreviated neo-Anglican verse
anthem; the text displays occasional old English usages and idioms, including honorific
capitalizations. Appearances of archaic second-person familiar possessive pronouns and/or
adjectives can be easily amended as desired.

And an N.B. from the publisher: This anthem is offered as an occasional selection
to accompany any number of applicable events, seasons or celebrations. It is a musical
simulacrum, with strong leanings toward an Anglo-Catholic sacred choral art form that
has endured through centuries of evolution and practice. Creator Spirit is provided here
as music and poetry — perhaps an anachronism in this day and age, nonetheless it
combines an inspirational text with a stirring tune. The full score includes a two page
reduction in hymnal format, with all three verses of the text underlying a unison voice
staff, and the three-stave organ accompaniment below.
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